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ECMA Office Open XML File 

Formats
Macro-Free Macro-Enabled

Document Template Document Template

docx dotx docm dotm

pptx potx pptm potm

xlsx xltx xlsm xltm

Open Packaging Convention



Basic Components of the 

New Formats
¾ Package ðZIP Container

¾ Part ðThe òfilesó inside the ZIP
·Most parts are XML
·Binary files can be included
·Each XML part is a discreet, compressed component

¾ Content Types ðEach part has a content 
type that is enforced on open

¾ Relationships ðAny part that references 
another 
part or plays a certain role in the 
application must do so via a relationship





Community AccessProducts Standards

How does Microsoft support 

its customers?

Participate in standards 

bodies and support 

standards in products to 

foster interop

Make MS technology 

assets available to 

others

Deliberate delivery of 

interoperability in 

Microsoft products and 

technologies

Listen to, and work with 

customers, partners, and 

competitors to build 

bridges and coexist



Interoperability for Documents
The role of XML -based document formats in the Microsoft ® Office system

XML structure

Data and 

presentation

Document Archival
Archived & consumed long into the future 
without vendor -specific clients or applications

Improved Data Access

Web service

formatting

intelligent receipt

Customer details, Costs
Business requirements

Company standards

Business Process Efficiency

Efficient capture

Validated 

information

Searching &
Repurposing
Content

Query & extract

Text

Document

Fragment

Image

Finding
Previous

RFP Content

Auto -creating a 
polished document

data

Document Assembly

formatting


